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el foues-

December 11, 1975

Dear 7Tex, ’ ‘ ééﬁNETQ{

| QorneNTS
Here are a few random thoughts in the night.

Recently I've taken to waking up in & frenzy wondering if
I have a ruptured memory, wondering if all those things Bob
Clampett is saying z2re really true, wondering if defunct
FUNNY WORLD'S funny Mike Barrier is correct when he says “I
am going to operate on the assuwnption that his (Clampett's)
version of the events at the Warner Cartoon Studio is sub-—

stantially correct." =—— T RECEWED CIHE QEMMENTS FRM BHURIT
In order to check my memory here are some Clampett quotes iji
from said interview. Clampett - discussing the year 1931: '@5 (Q\
"I thought up a stream of 'wabbit jokes' hunting jokes, QQ?S)rH¢?{
some of which reached the screen seven years later in the \fﬁi’//
first Bugs Bunny cartoon”, (carefully dated and signed

drawing "Bob Clampett - 1931" - for some reason none of the

rest of the other drawings are dated - Clampett was either

15 or barely 16 at the time. Precocious kid.)

H . /.@\’L o8
"I thought of the name"Porky and Beans", (he substantiated * 5 cC
this with a model sheet drawn by Friz. Freleng of Oliver Owl,: gﬁh

Porky, and others - this bears a Clampett signature but not $a%?
a Freleng 51gnature)

"Then we (Tex and Clampett) thought of Daffy Dean - and thus? e ’Qig
Daffy Duck was named”- (not according to Tex - but who l Lo
cares what the originator of the character says?) | ¢ u{ay
?/{;j
" In 1938 - "I had found the chg:acter I was looking for. 7This i-—L-
was thé birth of Bugs Bunny." (The world was looking for it \\)Vb\gf
too) "My first sketches were simple but they were very clcse s
to what you saw finally in A WILD HARE." (Iun) ~
"I decided to stay close to all future _storvboard dvaLer“ht - %{f
(difficult, since tha C]ampetL/hdt/ unit was housed sume Q{\ T
three hundred yards froua the building where the rest of us \ﬁﬁf$¢
worked - and Bugs Bunny was born,) ﬂ?jvg(
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‘ \
wand worked with Tex in order to get Bugs back on the track ovt dﬂﬁﬁi.o

of what I had envisioned..." (Clampett getting Tex on the VL

track is comparable O sam Peckinpah gettirg Charles Chaplin

on the track.) - _ <@f5:\
. . D\J\’D 2 &

wleon okayed my using whoever I needed to work out 2 final CF gc~

model sheet...."” (substantiation: a model sheet drawn by Bob A
McKimson for Tex Avery pbut here labelled "Bob Cclampett's"

Rabbit Model.)sd— CHECK THE SET BLACK SIGK LTURE onTRE ¢ D EAOED STAT

nT designed the backgrounds ("porky in Wwackyland") in the
menner of a surrealistic picasso—like modern art.” (Picacsso
surrealistic? Dali 1s now joining 1he clampett fan club.) f(J{.

n't helped him on the story of "The Isle of pingo-PoONgo. &
(From way up there in the Ray Katz unit? Tex Says no.) “YOW _<¢§5

"I gave Bugs Bunny his first carrot..."” (Funny, I could %€C¢_%Pp¥
have sworn it showed up before Clampett started directingfpyngqa
Bugs BQQEYS) _ . )

< POB I T g ot THE (Dl FREM CAGLE EETING A EFRRET ST RATASED -
WI've written over a thousand songs..." (one 2 week for e pLewT 7

forty years?) W\S Te¥ W — L TTEVT AN Wi JT S
PRSP
wpex and I went to bat for Chuck, and he got the job." o™
(I really prefer you as an enemy, Bob.)C?YYng A\ T e B
- )

~
I __hit upon the name igniffles'. I sketched him as 2 G%thgpiQQQ?
1ittle mouse....l gave him (Chuck) igniffles' as 2 gift.” 4C ’<?LC#iG
(Not the way Dave Monohan and Rich Hogan remember it - but %;QQER% Cé
. who are they? - the writers on the sniffles series, that's Qé_¢v52<
whn. Prcof: a drawing of Sniffles ny Bobe cannon.) ‘*25545

ngo I pencilled in the mustache, etc. and this revised Red
Hot Ryder which became known worldwide by his new name -
yosemite Sam." (Supported Ly al anrredited Arawing of sSam

by Friz Freleng — who originated the character of Yosemite
Sam.)

_ €

" . . . é 5 \\5 %\
I have the true, original sketch of that gad. Rabbit R ¥
k%sséﬂg Dog, in my Warner cartoon collection."  (Well, that WO éﬁﬁ,
kind of proof ought to settle the matter, but again Hogan LSS

and Monohan point out that the gag referred to appeared in

;Prgst?- Cchange—o" directed by charles M. Jones, whoever
e is. . ,
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"aAg I recall, Friz was away when we made the first three or
more Bugs Bunnys." (It was clampett who was away - Friz
directed two or more Bugs Bunnys pefore Clampett directed his
first —— well, Clampett's memory is only human - except to
Mike Barrier.)

wpyeetie Piell- I started the cartoon and then I left - Mike
2nd Tedd and Friz's unit (not Friz - "Friz's unit") later
made 'Tweetie Pie' and it won the Oscar -- and I'm mighty
proud of my little guy." (By little guy, I presume you must
mezn Friz - who directed nrweetie Pie.”)

Note: Clampett now contends that he left in 1948 - "Tweetie

Pie" was released in the 1945-46 season - so Clampett left

before July 1945 according to his own statement. (Hey, 2

new first - a Clampett statement you can trust.) ¢
Now” _ AwOv NSl

"Bugs Bunny and his creator, Bob Clampett" heading on 2 gPﬁKQCB-

reproduced article. ' A

c\o

: . o THE
picture of Bugs Bunny, signed v"Bob Clampett", however not 6AC¢ P§¢€T
drawn by Bob Clampett, but probably by Rod Scribbner, plus n 8
an “"Easter Greeting" unquestionably drawn by Bob McKimson. W
Drawing of Porky Pig - artist unknown but not Clampett -
all cartoonists have easily recognized graphic signatures.
And all the drawings in this article with possibly the
exception of one - are drawn by others.

Now if a false statement is stated over and over again -
particularly in public forums such as TV, radio and the press =.¢

N3
and because such false statements (or lies) as we are con- c:} &
cerned with here convince pecple like Mike Barriexr and Larrﬁr“§2°¢;fa
Jackson that Bob Clampett is more reliable than the truth o

Q
of the matter, and because I have become somewhat doubtful W
about my own memories, I would like to refresh a fcw more of

those memories by stating things as I remember them to be,
starting at Termite Terrace in 1935:

1. When Tex Avery was hired as a director by Leon Schleéinger
he brought Virgil Ross and Sid Sutherland with him as animators. _

And Bob Clampett and I were assigned to his unit as animators
as well, and only as animators.
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2. Clampett's status was in no way different from the rest 7

of us. He was not Avery's '"collaborator® on story or é
direction. If he had an agreement with gchlesinger neilther ¢
Tex pr any of the rest of us knew anything about it. 49&5 g@ﬁ
Therefore that nagreement” could not have had any hearing A .

at all on what happened in Tex's films during those years. Uﬂfﬁ?i//

We all threw in gags and ideas when we had them because there 090 Cﬁ$q

was a new espirit d' corps undexr Tex's leadership. que
&EX((///

3. Clampett's contribution to the birth of Daffy puck, the

growth of Porky pig and the so-called wacky humor of Termite

Terrace was not more significant than any of the rest of us

wha worked for Tex. The difference between the othex

animators and Clampett was, and is, that we do not pretend

to claim credit for the work of other directors - particu-

larly when we owe them the loyalty of once being on their
staff. 7

4. Note: It is axiomatic in animation that directors are

given the credit - and the blame - for the pictures that

bear their names as director. Clampett always insisted on -Q\Qﬁf
this when he bacame a director - in his pictures he credits on!
not one idea, gag or picce of animation to anyone hut himself. 1
But his claims for “"creation" of Bugs, paffy and Porky are ",fﬁigcy4
all on £ilms he 3id not direct - he even admits that himself. 10hS

: o ﬂéf
: o T
5. Clampett directed his first Bugs Bunny two years after £ ,rfﬁﬂ;
A WILD HARE - his was the 7th of the true Bugs Bunnys;

creating something two years after the fact is no mean feat,

even for a boy magician. ‘

6. Clampett wereated" Porky Pig as a director 4 years and 15
or 20 porky Pigs after the first porky - directed by Friz
Freleng and called [RYEN''T GOT A HAT."

7. Bob was in attendance at the birth of Daffy puck in the

same sense that a hospital attendant is there at the birth

of a baby - years later the attendant — if he is Clampett - !
becomes not only the obstetrician but the mother and father i—AGﬂZGE'
too. Bob Clampett was a good director and made some fine, < '
funny pictures - why must he besmirch his own record as well

as that of all the rest of us in this reckle

ss need to garner
all the credit? -
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rinally this: Jackson may have acted in innocence though ,(ﬁg 1
Rarrier insists on the Clampett yersion even in the face of . <€%

protests from Tex, Friz and me. Wwell, innocence and 5% {?ﬁﬁ
stubbornness are cqual thieves in the night when they steal (loﬁ

the good names of good men, particularly pex Avery and Friz O?_PGr {

Freleng who together forged the style and character of ‘4ﬂfde'l

warner Bros. animated films until some of the rest of us

grew up and realized how fortunate we were to find ourselves

in such an environment. And now today — 30 yeaxrs aftex

clampett left Warners - not under his own POWer as he would p\ﬁqﬁ

have it - we must struggle against the most blindly stubborn o <N

Barriers to preserve the truth of our Ownh history. éﬂﬂvr3¢
. fcfgg\ o

Today we are constently seminded of the smmortality of our ?@%ﬁji

characters and the joy they have brought to the world - must

we now have to explain to our own grandchildren the truth of

our beginnings in the face of the cheap .claims of such immoral or
amoral opportunism?. | B

Dear Tex, please comment.

postscript: The errors identified here ar€ only a few of

those contained in the original clampett inter-—

view in FUNNYWORLD endorsed by Mike parrier and
leading to the more slyly subtle distortions in
CAMERA THREE, the‘grossly unfair misrepresentations
of BUGS BUNNY SUPER STAR, and compounded by
clampett's claims in his other appearances On TV
and colleye campuses.
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